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A General Theory of
Oblivion Little, Brown
A story of desire and
vengeance, this book
starts with the longing of
a wealthy man called
Shehu for a child of his
own and continues with
the obsessive search by
Abu Bakir for revenge on
Shehu for luring away the
woman he was to marry.

It ends with the murder of
Shehu by his own son..
Yoruba Folktales Head of
Zeus
A genre-bending
exploration of the ghost
towns of Patagonia.
The Last Samurai Langaa
RPCIG
In Critique of Black
Reason eminent critic
Achille Mbembe offers a
capacious genealogy of
the category of
Blackness—from the
Atlantic slave trade to the

present—to critically
reevaluate history,
racism, and the future of
humanity. Mbembe teases
out the intellectual
consequences of the
reality that Europe is no
longer the world's center
of gravity while mapping
the relations among
colonialism, slavery, and
contemporary financial
and extractive capital.
Tracing the conjunction of
Blackness with the
biological fiction of race,
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he theorizes Black reason
as the collection of
discourses and practices
that equated Blackness
with the nonhuman in
order to uphold forms of
oppression. Mbembe
powerfully argues that
this equation of Blackness
with the nonhuman will
serve as the template for
all new forms of
exclusion. With Critique of
Black Reason, Mbembe
offers nothing less than a
map of the world as it has
been constituted through
colonialism and racial
thinking while providing
the first glimpses of a

more just future.
Demystifying the Absence
of the African Ancestress:
The First Prophetess of
Mami (Wata) Amalion Pub
The first novel written in
the Yoruba language and
one of the first to be
written in any African
language.
A Hunter's Saga Tough
Poets Press
Yoruba legend and culture
were the source of much
of Amos Tutuola's writing
and the stories collected
here are no exception.
They feature characters
from folklore, archetypal
figures from Yoruba

society, supernatural or
magical happenings,
acute human observation
and often a moral point.
Their very titles - from
'The Duckling Brothers
and their Disobedient
Sister' to 'Don't Pay Bad
for Bad' - are evocative of
a unique blend of tradition
and imagination, which
belongs to the same
universal culture as Aesop
and the Brothers Grimm.
How Amos Tutuola Can
Change Our Minds
Berghahn Books
My Life in the Bush of
Ghosts, Amos Tutuola's
second novel, was first
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published in 1954. It tells
the tale of a small boy
who wanders into the
heart of a fantastical
African forest, the
dwelling place of
innumerable wild,
grotesque and terrifying
beings. He is captured by
ghosts, buried alive and
wrapped up in spider
webs, but after several
years he marries and
accepts his new
existence. With the
appearance of the
television-handed
ghostess, however, comes
a possible route of
escape. 'Tutuola ... has

the immediate intuition of
a creative artist working
by spell and incantation.'
V. S. Pritchett, New
Statesman
The Dark Child Faber &
Faber
Natural-born hustler
Porsche Santiaga refuses
to accept her new life in
juvenile detention after
her family is torn apart
and fights to regain what
she has lost.
Forest of A Thousand
Daemons Archipelago
The audacious first novel
from the award-winning
and highly acclaimed
Helen Oyeyemi. Jessamy

“Jess” Harrison, age eight,
is the child of an English
father and a Nigerian
mother. Possessed of an
extraordinary
imagination, she has a
hard time fitting in at
school. It is only when she
visits Nigeria for the first
time that she makes a
friend who understands
her: a ragged little girl
named TillyTilly. But soon
TillyTilly’s visits become
more disturbing, until Jess
realizes she doesn’t
actually know who her
friend is at all. Drawing on
Nigerian mythology,
Helen Oyeyemi presents a
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striking variation on the
classic literary theme of
doubles — both real and
spiritual — in this lyrical
and bold debut.
The Palm-wine
Drinkard ; And, My Life
in the Bush of Ghosts
Anchor
"Johnny Stanton's
Mangled Hands is such an
oddity that it confounds
description or
comparison. . . . [It] is so
unusual and original that
many readers with a
serious interest in fiction
will find it liberating." -
Bob Halliday, The
Washington Post Excerpt

from the back cover of the
original 1985 Sun & Moon
Press edition:: "For years,
Manged Hands was
passed among New York
poets and fiction writers
in manuscript form, and
its author, Johnny
Stanton, developed an
underground reputation
as one of the most gifted
writers of the generation
directly influenced by the
New York Poets. . . .
Mangled Hands stands
between Laurence
Sterne's Tristram Shandy
and Gabriel Garcia
Marquez's One Hundred
Years of Solitude in style

and spirit."
The Palm-Wine Drinkard
Faber & Faber
A heartbreaking story
about a Nigerian poultry
farmer who sacrifices
everything to win the
woman he loves, by Man
Booker Finalist and author
of The Fishermen,
Chigozie Obioma. "It is
more than a superb and
tragic novel; it's a
historical treasure."-
Boston Globe Set on the
outskirts of Umuahia,
Nigeria and narrated by a
chi, or guardian spirit, An
Orchestra of Minorities
tells the story of
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Chinonso, a young poultry
farmer whose soul is
ignited when he sees a
woman attempting to
jump from a highway
bridge. Horrified by her
recklessness, Chinonso
joins her on the roadside
and hurls two of his prized
chickens into the water
below to express the
severity of such a fall. The
woman, Ndali, is stopped
her in her tracks. Bonded
by this night on the
bridge, Chinonso and
Ndali fall in love. But Ndali
is from a wealthy family
and struggles to imagine
a future near a chicken

coop. When her family
objects to the union
because he is
uneducated, Chinonso
sells most of his
possessions to attend a
college in Cyprus. But
when he arrives he
discovers there is no
place at the school for
him, and that he has been
utterly duped by the
young Nigerian who has
made the arrangements...
Penniless, homeless, and
furious at a world which
continues to relegate him
to the sidelines, Chinonso
gets further away from his
dream, from Ndali and the

farm he called home.
Spanning continents,
traversing the earth and
cosmic spaces, and told
by a narrator who has
lived for hundreds of
years, the novel is a
contemporary twist of
Homer's Odyssey. Written
in the mythic style of the
Igbo literary tradition,
Chigozie Obioma weaves
a heart-wrenching epic
about destiny and
determination.
A Novel Vintage
Called “remarkable” (The
Wall Street Journal) and
“an ambitious, colossal
debut novel” (Publishers
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Weekly), Helen DeWitt’s
The Last Samurai is back
in print at last Helen
DeWitt’s 2000 debut, The
Last Samurai, was
“destined to become a
cult classic” (Miramax).
The enterprising publisher
sold the rights in twenty
countries, so “Why not
just, ‘destined to become
a classic?’” (Garth Risk
Hallberg) And why must
cultists tell the uninitiated
it has nothing to do with
Tom Cruise? Sibylla, an
American-at-Oxford
turned loose on London,
finds herself trapped as a
single mother after a

misguided one-night
stand. High-minded
principles of child-rearing
work disastrously well. J.
S. Mill (taught Greek at
three) and Yo Yo Ma (Bach
at two) claimed the
methods would work with
any child; when these
succeed with the boy
Ludo, he causes havoc at
school and is home again
in a month. (Is he a
prodigy, a genius?
Readers looking over
Ludo’s shoulder find
themselves easily reading
Greek and more.) Lacking
male role models for a
fatherless boy, Sibylla

turns to endless replays of
Kurosawa’s masterpiece
Seven Samurai. But Ludo
is obsessed with the one
thing he wants and
doesn’t know: his father’s
name. At eleven, inspired
by his own take on the
classic film, he sets out on
a secret quest for the
father he never knew.
He’ll be punched, sliced,
and threatened with
retribution. He may not
live to see twelve. Or he
may find a real samurai
and save a mother who
thinks boredom a fate
worse than death.
Ghosts and Monsters of
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the Anthropocene Harper
Collins
Living on a damaged
planet challenges who we
are and where we live.
This timely anthology calls
on twenty eminent
humanists and scientists
to revitalize curiosity,
observation, and
transdisciplinary
conversation about life on
earth. As human-induced
environmental change
threatens multispecies
livability, Arts of Living on
a Damaged Planet puts
forward a bold proposal:
entangled histories,
situated narratives, and

thick descriptions offer
urgent “arts of living.”
Included are essays by
scholars in anthropology,
ecology, science studies,
art, literature, and
bioinformatics who posit
critical and creative tools
for collaborative survival
in a more-than-human
Anthropocene. The essays
are organized around two
key figures that also serve
as the publication’s two
openings: Ghosts, or
landscapes haunted by
the violences of
modernity; and Monsters,
or interspecies and
intraspecies sociality.

Ghosts and Monsters are
tentacular, windy, and
arboreal arts that invite
readers to encounter ants,
lichen, rocks, electrons,
flying foxes, salmon,
chestnut trees, mud
volcanoes, border zones,
graves, radioactive
waste—in short, the
wonders and terrors of an
unintended epoch.
Contributors: Karen
Barad, U of California,
Santa Cruz; Kate Brown, U
of Maryland, Baltimore;
Carla Freccero, U of
California, Santa Cruz;
Peter Funch, Aarhus U;
Scott F. Gilbert,
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Swarthmore College;
Deborah M. Gordon,
Stanford U; Donna J.
Haraway, U of California,
Santa Cruz; Andreas
Hejnol, U of Bergen,
Norway; Ursula K. Le
Guin; Marianne Elisabeth
Lien, U of Oslo; Andrew
Mathews, U of California,
Santa Cruz; Margaret
McFall-Ngai, U of Hawaii,
Manoa; Ingrid M. Parker, U
of California, Santa Cruz;
Mary Louise Pratt, NYU;
Anne Pringle, U of
Wisconsin, Madison;
Deborah Bird Rose, U of
New South Wales,
Sydney; Dorion Sagan;

Lesley Stern, U of
California, San Diego;
Jens-Christian Svenning,
Aarhus U.
Who Fears Death New
Directions Publishing
The Great Recession has
shuffled Clay Jannon out
of his life as a web-design
drone, and serendipity,
sheer curiosity and the
ability to climb a ladder
like a monkey have
landed him a new gig
working the night shift at
Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour
Bookstore. But Clay
begins to realize that this
store is even more curious
than its name suggests.

There are only a few
customers, but they come
in repeatedly and never
seem to actually buy
anything. Instead they
“check out” impossibly
obscure volumes from
strange corners of the
store, all according to
some elaborate, long-
standing arrangement
with the gnomic Mr.
Penumbra. The store must
be a front for something
larger, Clay concludes,
and soon he has
embarked on a complex
analysis of the customers’
behaviour and roped his
friends into helping him



Amos Tutuola Wikipedia 11

11

figure out just what’s
going on. But once they
take their findings to Mr.
Penumbra, they discover
the secrets extend far
beyond the walls of the
bookstore. Evoking both
the fairy-tale charm of
Haruki Murakami and the
enthusiastic novel-of-
ideas wizardry of Neal
Stephenson or Umberto
Eco, Mr. Penumbra’s 24-
Hour Bookstore is exactly
what it sounds like—an
establishment you have to
enter and will never want
to leave.
The Madhouse Random
House Trade Paperbacks

“Remarkable. . . . Iweala
never wavers from a
gripping, pulsing narrative
voice. . . . He captures the
horror of ethnic violence
in all its brutality and the
vulnerability of youth in
all its innocence.”
—Entertainment Weekly
(A) The harrowing, utterly
original debut novel by
Uzodinma Iweala about
the life of a child soldier in
a war-torn African country
As civil war rages in an
unnamed West-African
nation, Agu, the school-
aged protagonist of this
stunning novel, is
recruited into a unit of

guerilla fighters. Haunted
by his father’s own death
at the hands of militants,
which he fled just before
witnessing, Agu is
vulnerable to the
dangerous yet paternal
nature of his new
commander. While the
war rages on, Agu
becomes increasingly
divorced from the life he
had known before the
conflict started—a life of
school friends, church
services, and time with
his family, still intact. As
he vividly recalls these
sunnier times, his daily
reality continues to spin
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further downward into
inexplicable brutality,
primal fear, and loss of
selfhood. In a powerful,
strikingly original voice,
Uzodinma Iweala leads
the reader through the
random travels, betrayals,
and violence that mark
Agu’s new community.
Electrifying and
engrossing, Beasts of No
Nation announces the
arrival of an extraordinary
writer.
Mr. Penumbra's 24-
Hour Bookstore Penguin
This classic novel tells the
phantasmagorical story of
an alcoholic man and his

search for his dead palm-
wine tapster. As he
travels through the land
of the dead, he
encounters a host of
supernatural and often
terrifying beings - among
them the complete
gentleman who returns
his body parts to their
owners and the insatiable
hungry-creature. Mixing
Yoruba folktales with what
T. S. Eliot described as a
'creepy crawly
imagination', The Palm-
Wine Drinkard is regarded
as the seminal work of
African literature. 'Brief,
thronged, grisly and

bewitching.' Dylan
Thomas, Observer
'Tutuola's art conceals - or
rather clothes - his
purpose, as all good art
must do.' Chinua Achebe
Essays Toward a Literary
Anthropology of Nigeria
Faber & Faber
The ghosts live in the
center of the jungle and
this tells of what happens
to the mortals who
venture into the world of
the ghosts.
Drinking from the
Cosmic Gourd Penguin
Classics
Okonkwo is the greatest
warrior alive, famous
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throughout West Africa.
But when he accidentally
kills a clansman, things
begin to fall apart. Then
Okonkwo returns from
exile to find missionaries
and colonial governors
have arrived in the
village. With his world
thrown radically off-
balance he can only hurtle
towards tragedy. Chinua
Achebe's stark novel
reshaped both African and
world literature. This
arresting parable of a
proud but powerless man
witnessing the ruin of his
people begins Achebe's
landmark trilogy of works

chronicling the fate of one
African community,
continued in Arrow of God
and No Longer at Ease.
The Summer People
Grove Press
Trying to escape her
embarrassing immigrant
mother, Vimbai moves
into a dilapidated house in
the dunes... and discovers
that one of her new
roommates has a pocket
universe instead of hair,
there's a psychic energy
baby living in the
telephone wires, and her
dead Zimbabwean
grandmother is doing
dishes in the kitchen.

When the house gets lost
at sea and creatures of
African urban legends all
but take it over, Vimbai
turns to horseshoe crabs
in the ocean to ask for
their help in getting home
to New Jersey.
Give Me Room to Move
My Feet Penguin UK
In Feather Woman of the
Jungle, the people of a
Yoruba village gather on
ten memorable nights to
hear the stories and
wisdom of their chief.
They learn of his
adventures, among them
his encounter with the
Jungle Witch and her
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ostrich, his visit to the
town of the water people
and his imprisonment by
the Goddess of Diamonds.
Each night the people
return, eager to discover
if there is a happy ending.

Amos Tutuola was born in
Abeokuta, Nigeria, in
1920. His first novel, The
Palm-Wine Drinkard, was
acquired by T. S. Eliot and
published by Faber in

1952.
A Novel Simon and
Schuster
The Palm-wine Drinkard
and His Dead Palm-wine
Tapster in the Dead's
Town
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