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Language Death Macmillan
Language is a sophisticated tool which
we use to communicate in a multitude of
ways. Updated and expanded in its
second edition, this book introduces
language and linguistics - presenting
language in all its amazing complexity
while systematically guiding you through
the basics. The reader will emerge with
an appreciation of the diversity of the
world's languages, as well as a deeper

understanding of the structure of human
language, the ways it is used, and its
broader social and cultural context. Part
I is devoted to the nuts and bolts of
language study - speech sounds, sound
patterns, sentence structure, and
meaning - and includes chapters
dedicated to the functional aspects of
language: discourse, prosody,
pragmatics, and language contact. The
fourteen language profiles included in
Part II reveal the world's linguistic
variety while expanding on the
similarities and differences between
languages. Using knowledge gained from
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Part I, the reader can explore how
language functions when speakers use it
in daily interaction. With a step-by-step
approach that is reinforced with well-
chosen illustrations, case studies, and
study questions, readers will gain
understanding and analytical skills that
will only enrich their ongoing study of
language and linguistics.
Evolving English Routledge
In this discursive jaunt through the
groves and thickets of the English
language, David Crystal creates a
mesmerizing and entertaining narrative
account of his encounters with the
language and its speakers. Woven from
personal reflections, historical allusions,
and observations of travelers, this
fascinating journey through the
language we use every day will have

readers thinking twice about each word
they speak. Starting in Wales and
moving from England to San Francisco
by way of, yes, Poland, Crystal
encounters numerous linguistic side
roads that he cannot resist exploring,
from pubs to trains to Tolkien. Walking
English captures the seductive, quirky,
teasing, tantalizing nature of the
language itself—a Bill Bryson-esque
exploration of language by our foremost
expert on the subject.
The English Language Cambridge
University Press
Written in a detailed and fascinating
manner, this book is ideal for general
readers interested in the English
language.
Interview with the Vampire Oxford
University Press, USA
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This is the definitive survey of the
English language - in all its forms.
Crystal writes accessibly about the
structure of the language, the uses of
English throughout the world and finally
he gives a brief history of English. The
book has been fully revised and there is
a fascinating new chapter on 'The effect
of technology' on the English language.
'Illuminating guided tour of our common
treasure by one of its most lucid and
sensible professionals' The Times 'A
splendid blend of erudition and
entertainment' THES
Listen to Your Child Penguin UK
Steven Pinker meets Bill Bryson in this
landmark exploration of language. In the
author's own words, "How Language
Works is not about music, cookery, or
sex. But it is about how we talk about

music, cookery, and sex-or, indeed,
anything at all." Language is so
fundamental to everyday life that we
take it for granted. But as David Crystal
makes clear in this work of
unprecedented scope, language is an
extremely powerful tool that defines the
human species. Crystal offers general
readers a personal tour of the intricate
workings of language. He moves
effortlessly from big subjects like the
origins of languages, how children learn
to speak, and how conversation works to
subtle but revealing points such as how
email differs from both speech and
writing in important ways, how language
reveals a person's social status, and how
we decide whether a word is rude or
polite. Broad and deep, but with a light
and witty touch, How Language Works is
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the ultimate layman's guide to how we
communicate with one another.
You Say Potato Oxford University Press
Moves the analysis of grammar and
language structure onto the next stage -
interpreting it from a semantic and
pragmatic point of view. Clearly shows
how grammar works in different literary
contexts - literary, non-literary, spoken
and written. Explores a wide range of
linguistic themes, including
sociolinguistics, language acquisition
and register. Provides guidance on how
people can put their knowledge of
grammar into daily practice and how this
is interpreted by others. Organised in the
same way as Rediscover Grammar for
quick reference. Unique, lively writing
and clear explanations from the world-
class grammar expert.

The Gift of the Gab British Library Board
It's the most simple, unassuming,
innocent-looking verb: 'to be'. Yet it is
jam-packed with more different
meanings, forms, and uses than any
other English word. As he reveals be's
multiple incarnations, David Crystal
takes us to the heart of our flexible and
changing language. He tells the
intriguing story in 26 chapters, each
linked to a particular usage. We meet
circumstantial be ('how are you?'),
numerical be ('two and two is four'),
quotative be ('so I was like, "wow"'), and
ludic be ('oh no he isn't!'), and a whole
swarm of other meanings. Bringing the
ideas to life are a host of examples from
sources as varied as Beowulf, Jane
Austen, pantomime, Hamlet (of course),
and Star Wars, with cartoons from Ed
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McLachlan and Punch peppered
throughout. Full of fascinating nuggets of
information, it is a book to delight any
lover of words and language.
The English Language Cambridge
University Press
In this student-friendly guidebook,
leading language authority Professor
David Crystal follows on from his
landmark bestseller, Language and the
Internet and takes things one step
further. This book presents the area as a
new field : Internet linguistics.
The Cambridge Paperback
Encyclopedia Updated Edition
Picador USA
When and why did 'thou' disappear from
Standard English? Would a Victorian
Cockney have said 'observation' or
'hobservation'? Was Jane Austen making

a mistake when she wrote 'Jenny and
James are walked to Charmonth this
afternoon'? This superbly well-informed -
and also wonderfully entertaining -
history of the English language answers
all these questions, showing how the
many strands of English (Standard
English, dialect and slang among them)
developed to create the richly-varied
language of today.
How Language Works Penguin UK
In this fascinating survey of everything
from how sounds become speech to how
names work, David Crystal answers
every question you might ever have had
about the nuts and bolts of language in
his usual highly illuminating way. Along
the way we find out about eyebrow
flashes, whistling languages, how
parents teach their children to speak,
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how politeness travels across languages
and how the way we talk show not just
how old we are but where we’re from
and even who we want to be.
The Fight for English Yale University
Press
Now thoroughly revised and updated,
The Cambridge Paperback Encyclopedia
remains the most comprehensive
portable reference book available. Its
clear, easy-to-read entries - nearly
20,000 of them on all topics - contain the
essential information for the 1990s. All
areas of human knowledge are covered:
technology, the environment, sport,
geography, politics, history, art, music,
astronomy, physics, medicine and
literature. Special attention has been
paid to new scientific, cultural and
sporting achievements and to the recent

developments in the European
Community, Yugoslavia, Somalia,
Germany, and South Africa. With its
wealth of maps, diagrams and a unique
Ready-Reference section, no other
paperback encyclopedia offers such
comprehensive, up-to-date coverage - or
such incredible value for money. • Over
19,000 entries • 100-page Ready
Reference section • 570 maps, panels
and drawings • 26,000 cross-references
enabling rapid information retrieval •
Over 100 internationally-renowned
contributors
The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the
English Language Cambridge University
Press
Words, Words, Words is all about the
wonder of words. Drawing on a lifetime's
experience, David Crystal explores
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language in all its rich varieties through
words: the very building blocks of our
communication. Language has no life of
its own: it only exists in the mouths and
ears, hands, eyes and brains of its users.
As we are guided expertly and
passionately through the mysteries and
delights of word origins, histories,
spellings, regional and social variations,
taboo words, jargon, and wordplay, the
contribution we all play in shaping the
linguistic world around us becomes
evident. Words, Words, Words is a
celebration of what we say and how we
say it. It invites us to engage
linguistically with who we are: to
understand what words tell us about
where we come from and what we do.
And as they continually shape our lives,
it suggests ways that we can look at

words anew and get involved with
collecting and coining words ourselves.
Internet Linguistics Penguin UK
We are living through the consequences
of a linguistic revolution. Dramatic
linguistic change has left us at the
beginning of a new era in the evolution
of human language, with repercussions
for many individual languages. In this
book, David Crystal, one of the world’s
authorities on language, brings together
for the first time the three major trends
which he argues have fundamentally
altered the world’s linguistic ecology:
first, the emergence of English as the
world’s first truly global language;
second, the crisis facing huge numbers
of languages which are currently
endangered or dying; and, third, the
radical effect on language of the arrival
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of Internet technology. Examining the
interrelationships between these topics,
Crystal encounters a vision of a linguistic
future which is radically different from
what has existed in the past, and which
will make us revise many cherished
concepts relating to the way we think
about and work with languages.
Everyone is affected by this linguistic
revolution. The Language Revolution will
be essential reading for anyone
interested in language and
communication in the twenty-first
century.
How Language Works HarperCollins
UK
So how can we better understand
Shakespeare? David Crystal provides a
lively and original introduction to
Shakespeare's language, making his

plays easily accessible to modern-day
audiences.
The Language Revolution Penguin UK
We all know eloquence when we hear it.
But what exactly is it? And how might we
gain more of it for ourselves? This
entertaining and, yes, eloquent book
illuminates the power of language from a
linguistic point of view and provides
fascinating insights into the way we use
words. David Crystal, a world-renowned
expert on the history and usage of the
English language, probes the intricate
workings of eloquence. His lively
analysis encompasses everyday
situations (wedding speeches, business
presentations, storytelling) as well as the
oratory of great public gatherings.
Crystal focuses on the here and now of
eloquent speaking—from pitch, pace,
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and prosody to jokes, appropriateness,
and how to wield a microphone. He
explains what is going on moment by
moment and examines each facet of
eloquence. He also investigates topics
such as the way current technologies
help or hinder our verbal powers, the
psychological effects of verbal
excellence, and why certain places or
peoples are thought to be more eloquent
than others. In the core analysis of the
book, Crystal offers an extended and
close dissection of Barack Obama’s
electrifying “Yes we can” speech of
2008, in which the president
demonstrated full mastery of virtually
every element of eloquence—from the
simple use of parallelism and an
awareness of what not to say, to his
brilliant conclusion constructed around

two powerful words: dreams and
answers.
A Little Book of Language Oxford
University Press
In this survey of everything from how
sounds become speech to how names
work, David Crystal answers every
question asked about the nuts and bolts
of language. Originally published: 2005.
Life Between the Tides Cambridge
University Press
The spellbinding classic that started it
all, from the #1 New York Times
bestselling author “A magnificent,
compulsively readable thriller . . . Rice
begins where Bram Stoker and the
Hollywood versions leave off and
penetrates directly to the true
fascination of the myth—the education
of the vampire.”—Chicago Tribune Here
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are the confessions of a vampire.
Hypnotic, shocking, and chillingly
sensual, this is a novel of mesmerizing
beauty and astonishing force—a story of
danger and flight, of love and loss, of
suspense and resolution, and of the
extraordinary power of the senses. It is a
novel only Anne Rice could write.
How Languages Work University of
Chicago Press
Some people say scohn, while others say
schown. He says bath, while she says
bahth. You say potayto. I say potahto
And- -wait a second, no one says
potahto. No one's ever said potahto.
Have they? From reconstructing
Shakespeare's accent to the rise and fall
of Received Pronunciation, actor Ben
Crystal and his linguist father David
travel the world in search of the stories

of spoken English. Everyone has an
accent, though many of us think we
don't. We all have our likes and dislikes
about the way other people speak, and
everyone has something to say about
'correct' pronunciation. But how did all
these accents come about, and why do
people feel so strongly about them? Are
regional accents dying out as English
becomes a global language? And most
importantly of all: what went wrong in
Birmingham? Witty, authoritative and
jam-packed full of fascinating facts, You
Say Potato is a celebration of the myriad
ways in which the English language is
spoken - and how our accents, in so
many ways, speak louder than words.
The Cambridge Encyclopedia of
Language Cambridge University Press
Looks at the variety, history, structure,
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and behavior of language, and discusses
language learning, foreign language
teaching, and linguistics
Shakespeare's Words OUP Oxford
Presents an illustrated history of the
English language from the earliest runic

inscriptions in Old English to modern day
cell phone text messages and includes
coverage of everyday English, English in
the workplace, and regional and
international varieties.
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