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Analyzing Short Stories Writers Digest Books
Elements of Fiction Writing - Conflict and SuspensePenguin
Creating Unforgettable Fiction and a Rewarding Writing Life Kendall Hunt Publishing Company
You have a story to tell, don't you? Or maybe you simply want to try your hand at fiction writing.
Perhaps you've given it your best effort, but simply didn't have enough tools in your tool box to
finish that first draft. Wherever you're at with this novel-writing thing, popular bloggers Stephanie
Morrill, Jill Williamson, and Shannon Dittemore totally understand. They know it's hard to finish a first
draft. To stay motivated until the end. To feel like a "real" writer. They know because they've been
there too. In Go Teen Writers: Write Your Novel, you'll learn: There is no such thing as one right way
to write a novel. How to take an idea and give it a beginning, middle, and end. What story structure
means and how it strengthens a book. Different approaches to plotting a novel. How to develop
characters worth reading about. Strategies for creating memorable storyworlds and settings. What
theme is and how to use it to enrich your story. What to do when your first draft is finished. There's
no doubt about it. Learning to write a novel from beginning to end is a challenge. But with this book
as your guide, you'll see that when you're in possession of the right tools, you're capable of finishing
what you start. You'll be empowered and encouraged-as if you had a writing coach (or three!) sitting
alongside you.
Beyond the Great Divide Macmillan
A Magical Key to Unlock Your Creative Wizard Are you writing a novel, but having trouble getting
your first draft written? You've heard of “outlining,” but that sounds too rigid for you. You've heard
of “organic writing,” but that seems a bit squishy to you. Take a look at the wildly popular Snowflake
Method—ten battle-tested steps that jump-start your creativity and help you quickly map out your
story. All around the world, novelists are using the Snowflake Method right now to ignite their
imaginations and get their first drafts down. In this book, you'll follow the story of a fictitious novelist
as she learns to tap into the amazing power of the Snowflake Method. Almost magically, she finds
her story growing from a simple idea into a deep and powerful novel. And she finds her novel
changing her—into a stronger, more courageous person. Zany, Over the Top, and Just Plain Fun How
to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method is a “business parable”—a how-to guide written in
story form. It's zany. It's over the top. It's just plain fun. It shows you how it's done, rather than tells
you. You'll learn by example how to grow your story idea into a sizzling first draft. You'll discover:
How to define your “target audience” the right way, so you know exactly how your ideal readers
think and feel. Forget what the experts tell you about “demographics.” How to create a dynamite
selling tool that will instantly tell people whether they'll love your story or hate it. And you want
them to love it or hate it. How to get inside the skin of each of your characters—even your villain.
Especially your villain. How to find a deep, emotively powerful theme for your story. Do you know
the best point in your novel to unveil your theme? How to know when to backtrack, and why
backtracking is essential to writing great fiction. How to fire-test each scene to ensure it's high-
impact—before you write it. ExcerptGoldilocks had always wanted to write a novel. She learned to
read before she went to kindergarten. In grade school, she always had her nose in a book. In junior
high, the other kids thought she was weird, because she actually liked reading those dusty old
novels in literature class. All through high school, Goldilocks dreamed of writing a book of her own
someday. But when she went to college, her parents persuaded her to study something practical.
Goldilocks hated practical, and secretly she kept reading novels. But she was a very obedient girl, so
she did what her parents told her. She got a very practical degree in marketing. After college, she
got a job that bored her to tears—but at least it was practical. Then she got married, and within a

few years, she had two children, a girl and then a boy. She quit her job to devote full time to them.
As the children grew, Goldilocks took great joy in introducing them to the stories she had loved as a
child. When her son went off to kindergarten, Goldilocks thought about looking for a job. But her
resume now had a seven-year hole in it, and her practical skills were long out of date. The only jobs
Goldilocks could qualify for were minimum wage. She suddenly realized that being practical had
made her horribly unhappy. On a whim, Goldilocks decided to do the one thing she had always
wanted more than anything else—she was finally going to write a novel. She didn't care if it was
impractical. She didn't care if nobody would ever read her novel. She was going to do it just because
she wanted to. For the first time in years, she was going to do something just for herself. And
nobody was going to stop her.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Beginnings, Middles & Ends Penguin
Learn how to utilize dialogue to dramatize conflict, the most effective balance between dialogue and
other story elements, and the difference between effective dialogue and real speech.
A Novel Prabhat Prakashan
Enthrall your readers, love the process, & become the writer you are meant to be! Writers are given
a wealthy of opportunities to cultivate a successful writing life, break out, and find an audience for
their work. Yet so many writers, from beginners to veterans, find their careers stuck in neutral. The
solution is simple: Just write. Write yourself past fears, doubts, and setbacks, and use your desire for
writing excellence to deeply immerse yourself in the craft. In Just Write, best-selling author and
veteran writing coach James Scott Bell shows you how to develop unforgettable stories while leading
a rewarding writing life. You'll learn how to master the nuances of fiction, discover what readers
really want, and persevere through the challenges of getting started, conquering writer's block, and
dealing with rejection. Look inside to discover how to: • Brainstorm new concepts for your fiction and
develop a believable premise. • Create memorable characters that keep your readers coming back
for more. • Study classic & contemporary novels to improve your writing. • Effectively market
yourself as a writer. • Manage your time to maintain peak efficiency. Fulfilling writing careers are
developed through hard work, an investment in practice, and complete dedication to the process.
Don't succumb to excuses or procrastination. Dive into your career with gusto and enthusiasm. Fall
in love with writing every day. Just write.
Write Great Fiction - Dialogue The Creative Company
Even if you have great characters, outstanding dialogue and a gripping plot, your story isn't
complete without the appropriate setting. Setting is the unifying element in most fiction, working in
concert with plot, characterization and point of view. Here you'll explore how to use setting as the
basis for creating dramatic, engaging stories. Focusing on detail, language and observation, Jack
Bickham's invaluable instruction will not only improve your ability to create a strong setting, but also
enhance your writing skills as a whole. You'll learn:- the function of setting within the fiction writing
process- how setting works with plot, characterization and point of view- the effect of setting on
unity- ways to generate story ideas through setting- techniques for creating setting- how to use
setting as a thematic device- methods for using setting to stimulate your reader's senses- how to
incorporate factual information for texture and authenticity- exercises for improving your powers of
observation- tips for recording ideas, events and descriptions using notebook entriesOver the course
of his esteemed career, Jack Bickham published more than 80 novels and instructional books,
including Writing Novels That Sell and the 38 Most Common Fiction Writing Mistakes (and How to
Avoid Them). A former creative writing professor, he instructed thousands of writers through his
classes, seminars and Writer's Digest magazine articles.
How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method Grove Press
Ramp up the tension and keep your readers hooked! Inside you'll find everything you need to know
to spice up your story, move your plot forward, and keep your readers turning pages. Expert thriller
author and writing instructor James Scott Bell shows you how to craft scenes, create characters, and
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develop storylines that harness conflict and suspense to carry your story from the first word to the
last. Learn from examples of successful novels and movies as you transform your work from ho-hum
to high-tension. • Pack the beginning, middle, and end of your book with the right amount of
conflict. • Tap into the suspenseful power of each character's inner conflict. • Build conflict into your
story's point of view. • Balance subplots, flashbacks, and backstory to keep your story moving
forward. • Maximize the tension in your characters' dialogue. • Amp up the suspense when you
revise. Conflict & Suspense offers proven techniques that help you craft fiction your readers won't
be able to put down.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Description MIT Press
Craft an Engaging Plot How does plot influence story structure? What's the difference between
plotting for commercial and literary fiction? How do you revise a plot or structure that's gone off
course? With Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure, you'll discover the answers to these questions
and more. Award-winning author James Scott Bell offers clear, concise information that will help you
create a believable and memorable plot, including: • Techniques for crafting strong beginnings,
middles, and ends • Easy-to-understand plotting diagrams and charts • Brainstorming techniques for
original plot ideas • Thought-provoking exercises at the end of each chapter • Story structure
models and methods for all genres • Tips and tools for correcting common plot problems Filled with
plot examples from popular novels, comprehensive checklists, and practical hands-on guidance,
Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure gives you the skills you need to approach plot and structure like
an experienced pro.
GMC: Goal, Motivation, and Conflict Penguin
Craft your fiction with scene-by-scene flow, logic and readability. An imprisoned man receives an
unexpected caller, after which "everything changed..." And the reader is hooked. But whether or not
readers will stay on for the entire wild ride will depend on how well the writer structures the story,
scene by scene. This book is your game plan for success. Using dozens of examples from his own
work - including Dropshot,Tiebreaker and other popular novels - Jack M. Bickham will guide you in
building a sturdy framework for your novel, whatever its form or length. You'll learn how to: •
"worry" your readers into following your story to the end • prolong your main character's struggle
while moving the story ahead • juggle cause and effect to serve your story action As you work on
crafting compelling scenes that move the reader, moment by moment, toward the story's resolution,
you'll see why... • believable fiction must make more sense than real life • every scene should end
in disaster • some scenes should be condensed, and others built big Whatever your story, this book
can help you arrive at a happy ending in the company of satisfied readers.
The Old Man and the Sea Writers Digest Books
This remarkable and monumental book at last provides a comprehensive answer to the age-old
riddle of whether there are only a small number of 'basic stories' in the world. Using a wealth of
examples, from ancient myths and folk tales via the plays and novels of great literature to the
popular movies and TV soap operas of today, it shows that there are seven archetypal themes which
recur throughout every kind of storytelling. But this is only the prelude to an investigation into how
and why we are 'programmed' to imagine stories in these ways, and how they relate to the inmost
patterns of human psychology. Drawing on a vast array of examples, from Proust to detective
stories, from the Marquis de Sade to E.T., Christopher Booker then leads us through the
extraordinary changes in the nature of storytelling over the past 200 years, and why so many stories
have 'lost the plot' by losing touch with their underlying archetypal purpose. Booker analyses why
evolution has given us the need to tell stories and illustrates how storytelling has provided a
uniquely revealing mirror to mankind's psychological development over the past 5000 years. This
seminal book opens up in an entirely new way our understanding of the real purpose storytelling
plays in our lives, and will be a talking point for years to come.
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Writer's Digest Books
Vivid and memorable characters aren't born: they have to be made. &break;&break;This book is a
set of tools: literary crowbars, chisels, mallets, pliers and tongs. Use them to pry, chip, yank and sift
good characters out of the place where they live in your memory, your imagination and your soul.
&break;&break;Award-winning author Orson Scott Card explains in depth the techniques of
inventing, developing and presenting characters, plus handling viewpoint in novels and short stories.
With specific examples, he spells out your narrative options–the choices you'll make in creating
fictional people so "real" that readers will feel they know them like members of their own families.
&break;&break;You'll learn how to: &break; draw the characters from a variety of sources, including
a story's basic idea, real life–even a character's social circumstances&break; make characters show
who they are by the things they do and say, and by their individual "style"&break; develop
characters readers will love–or love to hate&break; distinguish among major characters, minor
characters and walk-ons, and develop each one appropriately&break; choose the most effective
viewpoint to reveal the characters and move the storytelling&break; decide how deeply you should
explore your characters' thoughts, emotions and attitudes
Voice and Style Good Press
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is about a London lawyer named Gabriel John Utterson
who investigates strange occurrences between his old friend, Dr. Henry Jekyll, and the evil Edward
Hyde. There are two personalities within Dr. Jekyll, one apparently good and the other evil;
completely opposite levels of morality. The novel's impact is such that it has become a part of the
language, with the very phrase "Jekyll and Hyde" coming to mean a person who is vastly different in
moral character from one situation to the next. 'The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde' is a
thrilling Gothic horror novel. John Utterson, a prosecutor, is on his weekly walk with his relative, who
proceeds to tell him of an encounter with a man he had seen some months ago while coming home
late at night from Cavendish Place. The tale describes a sinister figure named Edward Hyde who
tramples a young girl, disappears into a door on the street, and re-emerges to pay off her relatives
with 10 pounds in gold and a cheque signed by respectable gentleman Dr. Henry Jekyll (a client and
friend of Utterson's) for 90 pounds. Jekyll had recently and suddenly changed his will to make Hyde
the sole beneficiary. This development concerns and disturbs Utterson, who makes an effort to seek
out Hyde. Utterson fears that Hyde is blackmailing Jekyll for his money. Upon finally managing to
encounter Hyde, Hyde's ugliness, as if deformed, amazes Utterson. Although Utterson cannot say
exactly how or why, Hyde provokes an instinctive feeling of revulsion in him. Much to Utterson's
surprise, Hyde willingly offers Utterson his address. After one of Jekyll's dinner parties, Utterson
stays behind to discuss the matter of Hyde with Jekyll. Utterson notices Jekyll turning pale, yet he

assures Utterson that everything involving Hyde is in order and that he is to be left alone.
Dialogue Elements of Fiction Writing - Conflict and Suspense
“A splendid book for journalists (new or old), fiction writers, essayists, and critics. But it could also be
of great use to the intelligent common reader, the man or woman who wonders why it’s impossible
to finish reading certain stories and why others carry the reader in a vivid rush to the end.” —Pete
Hamill, author of A Drinking Life In the spirit of Strunk and White’s classic The Elements of Style,
comes The Elements of Story, by Francis Flaherty, longtime story editor at The New York Times. A
brilliant blend of memoir and how-to, The Elements of Story offers more than 50 principles that
emphasize storytelling aspects rather than simply the mechanics of writing—a relentlessly
entertaining, totally accessible writing guide for the novice and the professional alike.
Go Teen Writers Bloomsbury Publishing
Describes the different kinds of functions characters fulfill in a story, discusses motive, stereotypes,
models, minor characters, comedy, and transformation
Elements of Fiction Writing - Conflict, Action & Suspense CreateSpace
Description is most powerful when it's visible, aural, tactile. Make your descriptions fresh and they'll
move your story forward, imbue your work with atmosphere, create that tang of feeling that editors
cry for and readers crave. Monica Wood helps you squeeze the greatest flavor from the language.
She segments description like an orange, separating its slices to let you sample each one. You'll
learn about: Detail, and how you can use description to awaken the reader's senses of touch, taste,
hearing, smell and sight Plot, from advancing story using only relevant description—and how to edit
out sluggish, reader-stopping writing Style, and the use of description to create a mood that
matches your story's content Point of view, how selecting omniscient, first person or third person
limited narrative influences the descriptive freedom you have Creating original word depictions of
people, animals, places, weather and movement Wood teaches by example, developing stories with
characters in various situations, to show you how you can apply description techniques. You'll also
see samples of work by such noted writers as Mark Helprin, Anne Tyler and Raymond Carver. And
you'll find the dos and don'ts, lists and descriptive alternatives to common verbs and nouns, and tips
for editing your work.
Techniques for Crafting an Expressive and Compelling Novel Penguin
Get your stories off to a roaring start. Keep them tight and crisp throughout. Conclude them with a
wallop. Is the story or novel you've been carrying around in your head the same one you see on the
page? Or does the dialogue suddenly sound flat and predictable? Do the events seem to ramble?
Translating a flash of inspiration into a compelling story requires careful crafting. The words you
choose, how you describe characters, and the way you orchestrate conflict all make the
difference—the difference between a story that is slow to begin, flounders midway, or trails off at the
end—and one that holds the interest of readers and editors to the final page. By demonstrating
effective solutions for potential problems at each stage of your story, Nancy Kress will help you... •
hook the editor on the first three paragraphs • make—and keep—your story's "implicit promise" •
build drama and credibility by controlling your prose Dozens of exercises help you strengthen your
short story or novel. Plus, you'll sharpen skills and gain new insight into... • the price a writer pays
for flashbacks • six ways characters should "reveal" themselves • techniques for writing—and
rewriting Let this working resource be your guide to successful stories—from beginning to end.
Write Your Novel Penguin
An exploration of why we play video games despite the fact that we are almost certain to feel
unhappy when we fail at them. We may think of video games as being "fun," but in The Art of
Failure, Jesper Juul claims that this is almost entirely mistaken. When we play video games, our
facial expressions are rarely those of happiness or bliss. Instead, we frown, grimace, and shout in
frustration as we lose, or die, or fail to advance to the next level. Humans may have a fundamental
desire to succeed and feel competent, but game players choose to engage in an activity in which
they are nearly certain to fail and feel incompetent. So why do we play video games even though
they make us unhappy? Juul examines this paradox. In video games, as in tragic works of art,
literature, theater, and cinema, it seems that we want to experience unpleasantness even if we also
dislike it. Reader or audience reaction to tragedy is often explained as catharsis, as a purging of
negative emotions. But, Juul points out, this doesn't seem to be the case for video game players.
Games do not purge us of unpleasant emotions; they produce them in the first place. What, then,
does failure in video game playing do? Juul argues that failure in a game is unique in that when you
fail in a game, you (not a character) are in some way inadequate. Yet games also motivate us to
play more, in order to escape that inadequacy, and the feeling of escaping failure (often by
improving skills) is a central enjoyment of games. Games, writes Juul, are the art of failure: the
singular art form that sets us up for failure and allows us to experience it and experiment with it.
The Art of Failure is essential reading for anyone interested in video games, whether as
entertainment, art, or education.
Setting Milkweed Editions
Fiction writing guide to creating dramatic tension and suspense. Annotation copyright by Book News,
Inc., Portland, OR
Beginnings, Middles and Ends Penguin
Voice and style are tangible as air, and just as real. Readers hear "voice" in the overall sound of your
story and in the thoughts and words of your characters. They sense "style" in the way you pull these
currents together, creating the magnetism that unifies all the other elements of your fiction. Your
voice, your style will make readers remember you and seek out your work. Contrary to popular
belief, you can learn the techniques behind voice and style. You can give your characters unique
voices and develop a writing style all your own. You'll learn through practical, instructive narrative;
through examples as entertaining as they are informative; and through challenging exercises.
The Lottery Writers Digest Books
A cold-blooded killer is destroying all who oppose him. Will there be a final witness to the truth?
Young, idealistic law clerk Rachel Ybarra has just been handed a career-making opportunity--helping
in the prosecution of an infamous leader of the Russian Mafia. But when the star witness turns up
dead, Rachel discovers the case is not merely a battle for the truth--it's a battle for her life. The
Legal Thriller That Won The First Christy Award for Suspense! "In this fast-paced story of good vs.
evil, Bell expertly creates a believable picture of federal law-enforcement activities. But it's the more
immediate struggle between Rachel and an absolutely chilling villain that will have readers biting
their nails until the very end." - CBA Marketplace
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